bridge along with the woman’s hat and
glasses and a wal)g‘n -stick, with
the more. sinigter evideir®e of the blcod-
-beapattered planks and railings.
- Meanwhile¢ Murray had met and gecured
‘the assistance of James Topping and
Alexander Dalziel, workers at the Board
of- Agriculture’s colony at Nether Lochar-
| woods, who <¢hanced to be in the
vicinity. A return was made to thej
bridge, and Murray aud one of his com-
panions hurried on to Esstpark to give
the alarm., Running into the {farm
kitchen, he explained to the startled
household what had occurred, and then,
completely exhausted by his experiences,
collapsed on the floor. Mr Edgar and
‘a number of his farm hands proceeded at
once to the scene of the murder, and with
the aid of a stable lamp began a search
for'the bodies, but as the banks are high
ras and- taper into soft mud the task wag a
her in the throat withi-a “knife} difficult one. Mr Edgar’s nephew, who
stabbing At her over @ bridge: into -the’| B88ists him in the management of the
and throwing her OvVe towed héi: Yo "her farm, set off on a bicycie to Glencaple for
river Lochar, the_n- foliowed. -ner: U h o the police, and to secure a boat. He 1n-
tate by cutting his own ﬂﬂ“““”t - #1 formed Constable Suthertand of what had
.nd dropping into, the water. The | occurred, and that officer got into tele-
#4207, 4. pave been prompted in his [ phonic communication  with the head-
18N &?“‘“ﬂ . feclings o iealousy, for quarters of the County Police at Dums
terrible act LY il A fries, with the result that Inspector Scott,
the YOMAN WaS to have been married to

" Inspector hBowie, and L'? gonstab{% ;avere

. th May and to have pro- | soon on the scene. r Jamesg VWilson,

apother man ot:LG with {um. L .| fisherman, Glencaple, arranged to take a

ceaded to Cana 'tl R ; rowing boat over the hill in a cart to
The Vietim’s Leve Nlorv. '

-« that Miss Hiddleston, who

assist 1n dragging operations.
tive woman, J1 years of age,

Recovering the Bedies.

' or o period of -six| As the first grey streaks of dawn were
had ke!?th A yoUng fm:m pnimed John | beginning to appear the bedy of the
years Wi hose father was formerly tenant | woman was seen lying on its back in the
ﬁurra}';f“’ © of West Raffles, Ruthwell, | water, having been cariied by the tide a
of the*h ”},Gw resideg in the village of | distance of about seventy yards {rom the
sud who Eight years ago Mur

bridge, and Murray and a constable suc-

\GSAILANT (O¥MITS SUICIDE..

(Jﬂe of the most‘re\'bltin'g*tvragedi?fs of

scent times WaE enacted on Supdqy mg__ht-\

i -uiet spot on the Blackshaw merse,
'z'::eqdistance from the farm of_qutpark.
ia the parisly of Caerlayeroc_k, .r.w.hgn
fhomag Cowan, 8 Dumfries axgmlmap-,_
:< pelieved to have murdered. his cousin
:ud tormer sweetheart, Miss’ _Barbam
Hiddleston, housekeeper at Eastpark, by

¥
=

-G”mm*e,rstf)}r]nio Canada, where he was ceeded iIn bilnging it to the shore. No
ray emlafﬂ*;arming in Alberta. For some | sign of Cowan was to be found., The river

at this part is forty to fifty feet broad,
and was at the time six feet deep, the
tide being on the ¢bb. The
boat was successiully launched., and

dAracoine anprationa commenced. Shortlv
el « | = R o - - - S e ' B S ASE S FE R me w—aw T et

H‘l - =
afterv ards the searchers came upon al
man’s hody lving in the water face down-

el 11
f?égn;;lstf Cowan had been pa_'ging marléi:;de
attentions 0 lhis cousin, anN 5_1519&1 i
went as housckeeper to Mr D_B;’f‘l' 5 ]:zu-
. Fastpark a year Ago. he visited her
i i t',avi"lf"‘ﬁ*fﬁi*:i‘fg —maothar AR
1t
ﬁﬁuﬁﬂﬂu? il.'hrs carries on o grocery

iness in the village of Bankend, from
ETSIJE the farm of Eastpark 1s two-?}nd-a;
l;nlf miles distant.  In the montn éa
February Murray ret:umet_i from Cann &
and went to live with his sister, Er{,
Brown, West RafHeg Cotlage, _P..uthw.»..?] _
He mediately  renewed m[atmna with
vis former swectheart, and it was ar-
rsneed that they were to be married on
g May, that Murray Was to ;;% bﬂCkslu'
(anada ten davs later. and ihat she

chould follow In August.

Buving Her Treousseau.

Aicz Hiddleston visited "Dum{yies on
Saturday for the purpose of buylng her

trousseau, and it is believed that while
in the town she me4 and had a conversa-
tion with Cowan, who had become aware

o the approaching marriage.
On Sunday the ynung woman

proceeded
on her bicvele to visit her brother,

Joseph

wards, and when it had been brought
ashore it was found to be that of Cowan,
with the throo! cut practically from ear
tn ear. The wound must have been in-
flicted by a very shaip instrument, pro-
bably a razor, because the body was at-
imost decapitated.

The Final Scene,

Although no one saw this part of the
tragedy, 1t i3 Lelieved that after Munuy
ran off Cowan returned to the bridge, and,
after throwing the body of the woman
over the parapet, cut his own throat, and
toppled over the low parapet intn the
water. There is some douht as to wheluer
the unfortunate woman was actually dead
when she was hurled from the bridge, ve-
causc when found her shoes were off, and
it is thought that she may have kicked
them off in an attempt to save herself by
swimming, but that she had become ex-

hhausted owing fo her terrible injuries.

Aorrison at Hetland, which is but a short. On the other hand, the mud iz of the

: 1 on ‘nature of a quicksand, and it may have
stance from her flance's temporary 7 e :
;%:;E?eqc The same forenoon Cowan, who  heen that her feet becoming entangled,

was employed #s & eignalman at the the shoes were torn off by the force of the
voblehill | 511rxctiﬂn and lived in current. A close but unavailing search
iod;itlgs : Laurie, Togan Was made for the weapon or weapons with

with Muvr . TN
M . alla encaple Which the deed was committe..
ank, Noblehill. travelled to Glencap The bodies were removed to Lasipark

. he publi < and walked . :
by one of the public motorx and under the charge of the police, and later n

ordhe i ' ; > nt .
aver-the hill to Bankend, where he spen the day were examined by Dr Hunter and |

»
the afternoon at his  mother’s house, nine :
6.l‘]benut cever o'clock in the evening he Dr Glover, Dumiries.. The same night
\ ; they were removed to await ar-

was seen bv several people going in the * ' 8
direction of the snnt where, ahout three rangements for burial. Newsg ol th‘;'i
‘ dreadful affair spread like wildfire, anc

hosts gt the t.raged)l i = created a great sensation i the district,
Seene of the Tragedy, ‘where the partics were we!l known. On

thout 4lie same time Miss Hiddleston, Monday and vesterday many D"t"ime Ir?m
gp“c@-n]panied h\r her '_ﬁanpg. Btﬁrt{‘d out far and near visitad the scene of the occur-

«a her return journey to Eastpark, a diz. rence. . .
tince of some seven miles acrose country., Hiss Hiddleston a Xative of Dalton,

Eaelpark is reache] hy A 1mrro€v S“'i!'ig Misa Hiddleston camiec of a mueh re-
?”dgﬂ BCTORS “:';1 j"’ch’J{ !;htlhm . iy ]:2 . spected _I_)alton family. Her father was
and a half from the mouth of the So i, | 8t one time gardener at Conhcath, and
end this was the route taken by helane wards a carter- at Dormont Grange,

couple. ~ The bridee ia situated about|y,¢ 040 parents are now dead. For some
half-wav between the farma of Eastpark vears she kept house to her brother at

I.ﬁi‘hﬁTWOOdﬂj and 18 ap- e oaine tn Ilact.

and Neﬁhgr 181 afor ing to T
mroached on each ride by 8 wide stroteh b, g e Mg

Hiddleston, eardener with Mrs Miller

B & % W ALE ALl LN =L

T

of meadow land, through whiech rung a
footpath right-ni-way from the Ruthwell
0ad to the Rankend road. The bridge
12 & light erection about four feet wide,
vith wire standards, and the parapet,
vhich ia abant three feet from the floor,
s composed of entwined atrands of thick
wire, It stands in gn {snlgted srpat, ami-
nastoral surronndines, the nearesri dwell-
ing being about a third of a mile distant.

A Grim Neeting.

Towards this brides Miss Hiddlegton

‘nd Murray anvroached  between hali-

nast nine and ten o’clock in the gathering.

dusk, wheeling their bieyclea alone the
1838 path. In croseing the bridze Miss
diddleston was first and Murray follow-

me. As thev entered the narrow footway

Lowan, who had evidentls heen in wait-
152, approached anietly from the other

“nd. and met them just at the middla of |

the hr:flm*!. Miz: Hiddleston, quife nn-
;;usnor:;.mg stonned, and  after ereetine
Avan, ®ho had made no remark. nro-
#oded to intradnes the two men. The
mention of Mvrriiv's name soenverd to in-
ame 2 murderrms pazsion which had

heen smouldering in Cowan’s heart. and
N A few geeande

|

——— =T
park acted for some time as housekeeper
at Bellfield. Holywood. She was a young
woman of very attractive presence, and
had many friends.

Cowan's Cheery Disposition.

Cowan. who was 40 vears of age,
was a son of the late Mr Cowan,
builder, Buankend., He had Leen twenty
vears-in the servi:e ol the G. and S.-W.
Railway Companyv, and i« described as a
man of very quiet and unaszsuming d:s-

osition.” While employed at Johnstone

e lost a foot as the resnlt of a railway
accident, and had an artifictal limb, He

was, however, a man of powerful
physique. and stood fully six feet in
height., e had been emploved at the

Noblehill junction for ten or twelve vears,
and was widely known 1.. the town, In
conversation with his mother, a * Courier
and Herald” representative learned that
he had been speaking of refting maried,
but had been dissunaded on account of the
scarcity of houser and the high cost of
setting up in married life. On the day

of the tragedy he appeared t° be in his

usual echeery frame of mind, and gave no
indicatien of the startling events that

. \ ANG | were so 2ot n o happen,
the anaint rustic bridee,.

mith the slowly moving watera of
Lachar ripnlint  wnderneath, was
ene of a deadiy strugele.
Sruzele on the Bridee
With tle remark, “Oh, is that so?*

fhci Hurray's Story of Cowan's Appeaiance,

the Our NS entative SRW .‘JH!‘]‘.‘J}' at his

home at Carrutherstown and found him
evidentlv .suffering. acutely from  the
ordeal thrcugh which he had passzed. Tuo

Cowan spize v Ve auiet tones of suppressed emotion he re-
?ﬂbelnnf'ffllltétyj! osﬂ;“ﬂwi}:}:ddlest?n hy the lated simply the] Etor_v of the previous
raised the othor ae e fn -f;nfk T:nd, ‘and night’s happenings. - Cowan, he raid, ap-
19y, wlio o imm#dinf i"l Pﬁc}?rl Mnr- peared suddenly on the bridge as if he
fantly seized the £ 1 bind. in-| had been in hiding beliind some whin
Cowan ghoonk - apraiEad  arm. but| Lushes hy the side of the river. He did

Jliirl.erﬁ. and snatehine a
| Picket made to strike thoe
m:;"ﬁ;"_',)'[‘”m‘n who is of slight build
0 PIYsIOue, acain caughit the descend-

e arm. hut his ri
= 4, hut. rival, & powerful man of
e BiIXx ford, A o

not know the man, and necer suspected
his intentions. Cowan never nttered a
word with the exception of the single sent-
ence auoted above. The whole affair
lasted bt a few minutes,. and the narrow-

knife frem his

h his olhaw pnshfd lh.ﬁm b2ek | ness of the hridee. along with the impedi-
halance hio o)1 :‘\‘L-f\am! I e B his ment caused by the fallen bicveles, made
Cowan thon stat T the  bieyeles. |4 iy soszzible Tor Miss Hiddleston and

"hhed the weman on the
» I’_:N“k_ REVETING the jUEu}“f

e = = —

ol side of 11

hims:lf to cscape the onslaught of their,
?f“lﬂ Ay 2.

fazaailant.

e el ) R o r—

s, At imeted a4 similar wounid on
the othor sifles o t.lm neek. His \‘i::{im
sank ia the Annr of the hridf“". and he pro-
roade] 10 walk awavy in  the direction
Whenze e had eome. '

“Don’t (‘ross That Bridge.”

Muriay, on reoninine his feetl, immedi-
dlely started off in the other direction
lowards Nether Tocharwondas to obtain
SEstance. Ahowf ninety yards from
the bridge e met Mrs Gracie, Newfield
Loltage, & {uiy, worker at Eastpark, and
William  Plake, engineman with Mr
POV(J Claroncefield, whe were proceading
%ards Fastpark. Btopping momentar-
“¥, Murray warned them. “ Don't erosa
hat bridge or yon will be murdered.”
The two, however, proceeded on  their
Y4y, and a moment later the woman,
W]IEIHH towarda the hridgze, ohserved a
"3l a3 of a . white coat gring over the
arapet, and exclaimed to her compan-
on, " There's shmehody  being thrown
ver the bridee.”” Thev hurried forward
1:n the ccong af (e t,rn}'u---]y, nnd made a
“arch, but all was gtil], and the only
“idences of the recent strncgle were the

0 bicyeles, badly damaged, lying on the

Funerals of the Victims,

of the two vietins {lmv&
heen fixed for to-morrow, Cowan tn_,.an:-
laverock Churchyard and Miss Hiddle-
«ton’s to Dalton Churchyard.

The funeralg



